because there is no wasting of time or disturbances characterising live lessons. The recording might be based on the following two alternatives:
·
This option is appropriate, especially for wordy courses in which students do not have to "watch things" while listening to the lecture. Voice files can be uploaded to the course website.
· Video: It might be applicable to other types of courses in which it is essential to "watch things" during the lecture, such as formulas, mathematical expressions, diagrams, pictures, computer screens or equivalent. In that situation, it is preferable to upload video files in HD quality to YouTube and to link them to the course website. In that way, there is no limit of video length or file size, the institutional server is not loaded, it is completely free and reliable, and it can be presented in high resolution. 
Conceptual Framework
There are three key components describing online learning:
· Whether the activity served as a replacement for or an enhancement to conventional face-to-face instruction.
· The type of learning experience (pedagogical approach). 
Population and Samples

Population
The population addressed through the study included all students at the Neri Bloomfield School of Design and Jerusalem College.
Samples
Relating to students' perceptions (the first research question), there were four samples including 96 students overall who studied one OTLA course at least. Respondents' frequency is shown in Table 1 .
Students were asked to answer a questionnaire at the end 
Tools
In order to answer the first research question, a questionnaire, including 34 closed statements was prepared. The questionnaire was given to students in both colleges who studied at least one of the three courses mentioned above. For each factor, there was found a high value of reliability (ranges from 0.569 to 0.932). Every factor (having more than one item) has been determined by calculating the mean value of the items composing it. Table 2 summarizes the eight factors, the items composing them and the reliability.
For each factor, a mean score was calculated (including standard deviation). The following statistical tests have been undertaken as well (a < =0.05).
· Independent Samples T-test: In order to check significant differences of factors' means between 2011-12 and 2012-13 (for each college).
· Paired Samples T-test: It was conducted for checking significant differences between pairs of factors.
Comparison of Achievements
In order to examine the differences between students' achievements in both formats (face-to-face and OTLA), a mean score was calculated for the course Therefore, mean factors' scores are presented for both years together in Table 3 . whereas students invest quite much time for learning (3.88). There is a significant difference between these two factors (t = -4.28, p = .000).
The It is possible to get assistance from the lecturer. I got help from the lecturer during the course.
The optional exercises are helpful. The mandatory exercises are helpful. The mandatory exercises reflect my knowledge.
Learning process
Learning effectiveness: Alpha=0.932 I could understand well the material. The texts in the course website are clear and understood. During the semester, I had a successful learning process. The course enables me to advance along the whole semester. The online learning is efficient. I prefer an online course. Towards the end of the semester, I feel ready for the exam. I had no difficulties during the online learning. Online learning is more effective than face-to-face learning. The learning process of an online course is effective. I expect to have a high grade in the course. I am not afraid of failure in the course. Flexibility and convenience: Alpha=0. 926
It is convenient to study in an online course. An online course has much flexibility. The option to study when I wish is helpful. The option to submit exercises when I wish is helpful. Online learning saves time. I enjoy online courses. There is flexibility relating to exercises' submission dates. It is easy to study in an online course. I can ask the lecturer questions any time and get answers. Relating to the second research question, Table 4 shows students' mean grades in "entrepreneurship" for each year, Therefore, these mean factors' scores are presented for both years together in Table 5 . For the other four factors, there were significant differences between the two years. In all these cases, there was a substantial improvement in the second year (2012) (2013) . Therefore, these mean factors' scores are presented in Table 5 separately for each year. Table 5 shows the following findings relating to college B (concerning the first research question). .000). Table 5 . Besides the academic advantages introduced by the research, it is quite obvious that online learning has clear administrative advantages for the institute, the students and the academic staff, mainly, because it saves resources (classrooms, electricity, traveling and so on). If it has both academic and administrative benefits, the worthiness of adopting the new model increases significantly, and that might be a great contribution to universities and colleges all over the world.
